Fetal echocardiographic findings in right pulmonary artery to left atrium communication: a case report and review of the literature.
Right pulmonary artery to left atrium communication (RPALA com) is a fatal congenital heart disease with right-to-left shunting. We present a rare case of RPALA com that was prenatally diagnosed and confirmed by autopsy. We focus on some unique echocardiographic findings for prenatal diagnosis of RPALA com by reviewing our case and the literature. Asymmetric cardiomegaly with a pear sign and dilatation of the pulmonary artery might be useful for screening tests. A larger stalk with the pear sign, high-velocity of shunt flow, and absence of a dilated pulmonary vein might support the prenatal diagnosis of RPALA com.